
 
 

2017-2018 Executive Academy Fellows 
 
Alabama 

Mr. Greg Cochran, Montgomery | Director of Advocacy and Public Policy, Alabama League of 
Municipalities 

Dr. Johnny Green, Auburn | Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs, Auburn University 

Mr. Quinton Harris, Snow Hill | Area Director, USDA Rural Development 

Hon. Joseph Oglesby, Monroeville | Mayor, City of Monroeville 

Mr. Kennard Randolph, Selma | Executive Director, Selma Housing Authority 

Mrs. Brandy Wilkerson, Thomasville | Planning Director, Alabama Tombigbee Regional Commission 

 

Arkansas 

Mr. Len Blaylock, Warren | Executive Director, Bradley County Economic Development Corporation 

Mr. Gregory Dale, Wynne | Southern Regional Coordinator, USDA Rural Development Innovation 
Center 

Mr. Ben Gilmore, Crossett | Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of Lieutenant Governor Tim Griffin 

Dr. Moses Goldmon, Monticello | Vice Chancellor for Student Engagement, University of Arkansas 
at Monticello 

Mr. Mark O’Mell, Marianna | Executive Director, Crossroads Coalition 

Mr. Denver Peacock, Little Rock | Principal, The Peacock Group 

Ms. Carla Sparks, Little Rock | Rural Outreach Coordinator, Arkansas Children’s Hospital 

Mrs. Hillary Starnes, Jonesboro | Community Service Manager, City of Jonesboro 

Mrs. Erica Tait, Jonesboro | Director, Jonesboro Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Mrs. Ateca Williams, Little Rock | Deputy Chief of Staff of Internal Operations, Office of Governor 
Asa Hutchinson 
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Illinois 

Mrs. Tiffany George, Villa Ridge | Executive Director, Southern Five Regional Planning District & 
Development Commission 

Mr. Tom Harness, Carterville | Owner, Harness Digital Marketing 

Mrs. Jenny Pruitt, Broughton | District Aide, U.S. Congressman John Shimkus 

Ms. Karen Stallman, Ellis Grove | Director of Community Relations, Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale 

Mr. Mark York, Equality | Finance Chair, Gallatin County Board 

 

Kentucky 

Mr. Bill Bartleman, Paducah | Director of Special Projects, West Kentucky and Tennessee 
Telecommunications Cooperative 

Mr. Ron Burkins, Henderson | Assistant VP-Western Kentucky, Community Ventures Corporation 

Ms. Cynthia Elder, Fancy Farm | Director, Mayfield Graves Tourism Commission 

Mr. Brad Warning, Calvert City | Deputy Judge Executive, Marshall County Fiscal Court 

Ms. Angie Yu, Wickliffe | President, Two Rivers Fisheries 

 

Louisiana 

Mr. David Cavell, Thibodaux | District Director, U.S. Congressman Garret Graves 

Mr. Hunter Fife, Rayville | Manager-Ag Operations, Lamb Weston 

Ms. Donna Isaacs, Campti | Executive Director, Campti Field of Dreams, Inc. 

Mr. Lee Jones, Alexandria | Assistant to the State Director, USDA Rural Development 

Ms. Makesha Judson, Baton Rouge | Chief Service Officer, Office of Mayor-President Sharon Broome 

Mr. George Mack, Jr., Ruston | Board Member, Lincoln Parish School Board 

Ms. Ardyn Thriffiley, New Orleans | President, Ardyn M. Thriffiley & Associates, Inc. 
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The Delta Leadership Institute is a program of the Delta Regional Authority in partnership with three institutions of 
higher education from within the DRA footprint: The University of Alabama, Arkansas State University-Jonesboro and 
The University of Louisiana Monroe. Since 2005 DLI's Executive Academy has enhanced the leadership skills, policy 

knowledge, and opportunities of more than 500 community leaders with the tools, experiences, and networks to 
improve communities in the Delta region. 

Mississippi 

Mr. Eric Atchison, Jackson | Director of System Analysis, Research, & Enrollment Management, 
Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning 

Mrs. La Shon Brooks, Greenwood | Chief of Staff & Legislative Liaison, Mississippi Valley State 
University 

Mrs. Jo Ann Clark, Ridgeland | Constituent Services Representative, U.S. Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith 

Mr. Emanuel Edmond, Greenville | Chief Monitoring & Compliance Officer, Delta Regional 
Authority 

Mrs. Jean Gross, Vicksburg | VP/Community Development Coordinator, Trustmark National Bank 

Mr. Tray Hairston, Madison | Attorney, Butler Snow 

 

Missouri 

Mrs. Kelli Behrle, Perryville | Project Coordinator, Southeast Missouri State University Economic and 
Business Engagement Center 

Mrs. Trish Erzfeld, Perryville | Director, Perry County Heritage Tourism 

Mr. Jay Lancaster, Sikeston | Director of Public Works, City of Sikeston 

 

Tennessee 

Ms. Gwyn Fisher, Memphis | Regional Director, Tennessee Department of Economic & Community 
Development  

Mrs. Lindsay Frilling, Union City | CEO, Obion County Joint Economic Development Council 

Mr. Rob Goad, Martin | Project Management/Grant Writer, Northwest TN Development District 

Hon. Gwendolyn Kilpatrick, Mason | Mayor, Town of Mason 

Mrs. Lori Nolen, Huntingdon | Executive Director, The Dixie Carter Performing Arts Center 

Dr. Theresa Woodard, Cordova | Owner, TWMed Consulting, LLC 


